
JUVENILE GRAPHIC NOVELS
Cuphead
These original graphic novels feature all-new 
original tales, authentically drawn to match 
the glorious, award-winning vintage ani-
mation style of Cuphead!

Cuphead Volume 1  
9781506712482 • TP • $10.99 US | $14.99 CA  
On Sale Now

Cuphead Volume 2 
9781506712499 • TP • $10.99 US | $14.99 CA  
On Sale Now

Goblin
Goblin, from Eric Grissom and Will Perkins, is 
a fantasy story like no other about over-
coming great odds and about finding light in 
even the darkest of places. A young, head-
strong goblin embarks on a wild journey of 
danger, loss, self-discovery, and sacrifice in 
this new graphic novel adventure. Perfect for 
ages 10 and up. 

9781506724720 • TP • $14.99 US | $19.99 CA  
On Sale Now

Avatar: The Last 
Airbender Chibis 
Volume 1 — Aang’s 
Unfreezing Day
Kelly Leigh Miller (I am a Wolf; I Love My Fangs) 
teams with Avatar favorite artist Diana Sim 
to bring young Avatar fans and their families 
this heartwarming tale of love, celebration, 
and friendship. 

Can you imagine not knowing your own 
birthday? That's the situation for Aang, who 
was frozen in an iceberg for a hundred years! 
Luckily his friends Katara, Toph, Sokka, and 
Zuko have a plan to surprise him with a new 
special day to celebrate. But they'll have to be 
careful while they prepare—it's a surprise! 
Perfect for ages 8 and up. 

9781506726618 • HC • $7.99 US | $10.99 CA 

Earth Boy
A new original graphic novel from the team 
behind the New York Times bestselling Plants 
vs. Zombies comics, Paul Tobin and Ron Chan! 
Benson, a young teen boy with dreams of 
venturing into space and becoming a Galactic 
Ranger, is given the chance to make his hopes 
a reality when he's selected to join an elite 
academy full of strange characters and 
unusual alien classmates. But when a 
combination of culture shock, bullying, and 
administrative secrets shake his confidence, 
Benson must dig deep and fight to prove he 
belongs. Perfect for ages 8 and up!

9781506714110 • TP • $12.99 US | $17.50 CA  
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies
The official New York Times best-selling graphic novels based on the massively successful video games by PopCap. 
Filled with hilarious, plant-filled, zombie zapping insanity that kids love to read again and again and come in $10.99 
US ($14.99 CA) Hardcovers. Each book contains accessible, standalone stories perfect for reluctant and avid readers 
aged 8 and up. 

Cuphead™ © 2022 StudioMDHR Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. Cuphead™, the Cuphead™ logo, StudioMDHR™ and the StudioMDHR™ logo are trademarks and/
or registered trademarks of StudioMDHR Entertainment Inc. throughout the world. Plants vs. Zombies © 2022 Electronic Arts Inc. Text and illustrations of Earth Boy ©

2022 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Text and illustrations of Goblin™ © 2022 Eric Grissom and Will Perkins. Avatar: the Last Airbender™ © 2022 Viacom International Inc. All
Rights Reserved. Nickelodeon, Nickelodeon Avatar: The Last Airbender and all related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International Inc.

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 1 • 9781616551926 
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 2 • 9781616556211 
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 16 • 9781506713069 
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 17 • 9781506713076 
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 18 • 9781506720913  
On Sale Now

Plants vs Zombies Volume 19 • 9781506720920  
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 1 • 9781616559465 
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 2 • 9781506705484  
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 3 • 9781506708379  
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Zomnibus Volume 1 • 9781506728209  
HC $19.99 US | $25.99 CA • On Sale Now 



JUVENILE GRAPHIC NOVELS
DADDY DAUGHTER DAY
To a whole generation of filmgoers, Jeff 
Bridges is “the Dude,” but to a more important 
group of people he is “Dad.” The actor-
musician-artist and Isabelle Bridges-Boesch, 
one of his real-life daughters, have teamed 
up to produce a book to inspire fathers and 
daughters—and whole families—to find the 
joy and closeness in their relationships.

9781506718088 • HC • $17.99 US | $23.99 CA  
On Sale Now

Tentacle Kitty: Tales 
Around the Teacup
Join "The Pink One" and friends as the whole 
tentacle kitty gang regales us with tales of 
action and adventure over tea! From hunting 
down cotton candy mice, to pirate hijinks and 
mega convention run-ins, this volume 
features stories for all readers, told only as a 
Tentacle Kitty can!

9781506723969 • TP • $12.99 US | $17.50 CA 
On Sale Now

HAM-LET:  
A SHAKESPEAREAN 
MASH-UP
Ham-let is a fun and endearing graphic novel 
reimagining of a classic Shakespearean tale! 
This satirical story stars a cast of anthro-
pomorphic animals based on characters from 
Shakespeare’s greatest plays! The eponymous 
Pig Prince himself returns home from college 
to find that his uncle Claude betrayed and 
murdered his father to seize the throne! But 
this familiar fable veers into the zany and 
adventurous when Ham-let calls upon his best 
friend Horatio and a troupe of rowdy, self-
centered actors to aid him in halting his 
uncle’s evil plans.

9781506720890 • HC • $10.99 US | $14.99 CA  
On Sale Now

SOUPY LEAVES HOME 
(SECOND EDITION)
Set in 1932, this is the story of two misfits 
with no place to call home, who build a 
relationship during a train-hopping journey 
toward the sunny promise of California. Pearl 
Plankette ran away from her abusive father, 
but has nowhere to go until she stumbles 
upon a disguise that gives her the key to a 
new identity. Reborn as a boy named Soupy, 
she hitches her star to Remy “Ramshackle” 
Renault, a hobo who takes her under his 
wing. But Ramshackle has his own demons to 
wrestle with, and he’ll need Soupy just as 
much as she needs him. Now includes an 
educator’s guide written by Meryl Jaffe, PhD.  

9781506722054 • HC • $17.99 US | $23.99 CA  
On Sale Now

Cats!™ © 2022 Frédéric Brémaud and Paola Antista. Daddy Daughter Day © 2022 Isabelle Bridges-Boesch and Jeff Bridges. Soupy Leaves 
Home™ © 2022 Cecil Castellucci. Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up™ © 2022 Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. Usagi Yojimbo™ © 2022 

Stan Sakai. Text and illustrations of Tentacle Kitty™ © 2022 John and Raena Merritt.

CATS! PURRFECT 
STRANGERS
A collection of light-hearted short stories 
following the lives of three young women and 
their cats. From author Frédéric Brrémaud 
(Love, Little Tails) and artist Paola Antista 
(Disney Frozen, Sorceline) comes an all-ages 
humorous collection of all the joys of being a 
cat owner. Published for the first time in 
English, this volume collects three of the 
original six French albums. 

9781506726137 • TP • $14.99 US | $19.99 CA  
On Sale Now

CATS! GIRLFRIENDS 
AND CATFRIENDS
Every day holds new surprises for best friends 
Manon, Erika, and Camille—after all, they 
have three rambunctious cats to look after! 
Join these three girls and their pets on their 
adventures and get ready for some laugh-out-
loud feline-filled fun! Published for the first 
time in English, this volume collects the final 
three of the original six French albums.

9781506726144 • TP • $14.99 US | $19.99 CA 
On Sale Now

USAGI YOJIMBO SAGA  
(SECOND EDITION)
Celebrate Stan Sakai’s beloved rabbit ronin 
with the second edition collections of the 
comic saga, featuring brand-new original 
cover art by Stan Sakai! Follow Miyamoto 
Usagi in his epic trek along the warrior’s path 
in these volumes, each containing over 600 
pages of Usagi’s essential adventures. 

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 1 (Second Edition) 
9781506724904 • On Sale Now 

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 2 (Second Edition) 
9781506724928 • On Sale Now 

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 3 (Second Edition) 
9781506724935 • On Sale Now 

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 4 (Second Edition)  
9781506724942 • On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 5 (Second Edition)  
9781506724959 • On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 6 (Second Edition)  
9781506724959 • On Sale Dec. 2022

TP • $29.99 US | $39.99 CA

Immortals Fenyx 
Rising: A Traveler's 
Guide to the Golden 
Isle
Welcome to Chryse, the Golden Isle! The king 
of the gods himself, Zeus, presents you with 
this indispensable travel guide to the ancient 
Greek island from Ubisoft’s Immortals Fenyx 
Rising video game. Immortals Fenyx Rising: A 
Traveler's Guide to the Golden Isle is a must have 
for any fan of Immortals Fenyx Rising and 
Greek mythology. 

9781506720487 • HC • $14.99 US | $19.99 CA 
On Sale Now



Minecraft: Wither Minecraft: Wither 
Without You Volume 1Without You Volume 1
Jump into the Overworld with part 
one of the Wither Without You 
adventure series from the world’s 
best-selling videogame, Minecraft!

After an intense battle with an 
enchanted wither, Cahira and Orion’s 
mentor is eaten and they are now alone! 
The two monster hunters go on a 
mission to get their mentor back, and 

meet an unlikely ally along the way!

9781506708355  •  $10.99 US/$14.99 CA
88 Pages Trade Paperback

From blocks to panels,From blocks to panels,  

comes to comicscomes to comics

Minecraft © 2022 Mojang AB. All 

Rights Reserved. Minecraft, the 

Minecraft logo and the Mojang 

Studios logo are trademarks of the 

Microsoft group of companies.

Minecraft.net   

DarkHorse.com

Minecraft: Wither Minecraft: Wither 
Without You Volume 2Without You Volume 2
In the second of three stand-alone 
stories featuring twin monster hunters 
Cahira and Orion, the duo turn their 
sights to solving the mystery of their 
new friend’s curse. But the twins set off 
a chain of events which lead to a zombie 
apocalypse! Can they save the town and 

its hapless villagers?

9781506718866  •  $10.99 US/$14.99 CA 
88 Pages Trade Paperback

Minecraft: Wither Minecraft: Wither 
Without You Volume 3Without You Volume 3
After surviving the horrors of a zombie 
villager outbreak, the adventurers begin 
to make their way to Atria’s hometown 
of Woodhaven. But the journey is far 
from a smooth one, and dangers lurk 
around every corner, as our heroes 
witness more evidence of the Wither’s 
path of destruction across the overworld.

9781506718873  •  $10.99 US/$14.99 CA
88 Pages Trade Paperback

Minecraft: Open Minecraft: Open 
World—Into the World—Into the 

NetherNether
Sarah is new to the world of Minecraft, 
and without much knowledge on the 
world or how to play, she finds herself 
looking to veteran player Hector for 
help. Hector isn’t used to exploring the 
Minecraft world with anyone other than 
his parents, so he’s reluctant at first. 
However, Sarah’s enthusiasm and all-
around energy bring Hector around, and 
the two become partners—but more 

importantly, friends!

9781506718880 • $10.99 US/$14.99 CA
88 Pages Trade Paperback

On Sale Dec. 2022

MINECRAFTMINECRAFT
Tyler’s family has to move but 
thankfully, he has a strong group 
of friends forever linked in the 
world of Minecraft! They go on the 
Ultimate Quest and face off 

against The Ender Dragon!
9781506708348 • $10.99 US/$14.99 CA  

88 Pages Trade Paperback

MINECRAFT VOLUME 2MINECRAFT VOLUME 2
When Evan and the gang find 
themselves assaulted by pirates, 
and then by an even bigger 
threat, all the players realize they 
must learn to rely on each other 

to face adversity.
9781506708362 • $10.99 US/$14.99 CA  

88 Pages Trade Paperback

MINECRAFT VOLUME 3MINECRAFT VOLUME 3
Candace, Evan, Grace, Tobi, and 
Tyler continue their adventures in 
the world of Minecraft and find 
themselves stumbling upon a 
mysterious ruined portal. The 
group discover themselves deep 
in a bastion and now have to face 
their most intense challenge yet. 
It’ll take the full force of the entire 
group to overcome the unknown!

9781506725802 • $10.99 US/$14.99 
CA 88 Pages Trade Paperback

MINECRAFT: STORIES MINECRAFT: STORIES 
FROM THE OVERWORLDFROM THE OVERWORLD
With tales of rivals finding common 
ground and valiant heroes new (or 
not!) to the Overworld, this 
collection brings together stories 
from all realms, leaving no block 

unturned!
9781506708331 • $14.99 US/$19.99 CA 

88 Pages Hard Cover



Earth Boy 
Written by Paul Tobin. Illustrated by Ron Chan. 

Goblin 
Written by Eric Grissom. Illustrated by Will Perkins.

Cats! Purrfect Strangers
Written by Frédéric Brrémaud. Illustrated by Paola Antista.

Soupy Leaves Home (Second Edition)
Written by Cecil Castellucci. Illustrated by Jose Pimienta.

Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up
Written by Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. Illustrated by Elisa Ferrari. 

Minecraft: Open World—Into the Nether
Written and illustrated by Stephanie Ramirez.

Earth Boy © 2022 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Goblin™ © 2022 Eric Grissom and Will Perkins. Cats!™ © 2022 Frédéric Brémaud and Paola Antista. Soupy Leaves Home™ © 2022 
Cecil Castellucci. Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up™ © 2022 Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. Minecraft © 2022 Mojang AB.
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  SCRIPT BY
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  ART, COLORS, 
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RON CHAN

  COVER BY
RON CHAN

EARTH BOY CREATED BY:
PAUL TOBIN AND RON CHAN
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EARTH BOY
Earth Boy™ ©  2021 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks 
of Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in 
any form or by any means, without the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters, 
places, and incidents featured in this publication either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used 
� ctitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institutions, or locales, without satiric intent, 
is coincidental.

Collects the Dark Horse Comics original graphic 
novel Earth Boy.

Published by 
Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street
Milwaukie, OR 97222

DarkHorse.com

To � nd a comics shop in your area, visit 
comicshoplocator.com

First Edition: March 2021
Ebook ISBN 978-1-50671-417-2
Trade Paperback ISBN 978-1-50671-411-0

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Printed in China

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER MIKE RICHARDSON EDITOR DANIEL CHABON ASSISTANT EDITOR CHUCK HOWITT
DESIGNER ETHAN KIMBERLING   DIGITAL ART TECHNICIAN ANN GRAY

Neil Hankerson, Executive Vice President • Tom Weddlel, Chief 
Financial Of� cer • Randy Stradley, Vice President of Publishing 
Nick McWhorter, Chief Business Development Of� cer • Dale 
LaFountain, Chief Information Of� cer • Matt Parkinson, Vice 
President of Marketing • Vanessa Todd-Holmes, Vice President 
of Production and Scheduling • Mark Bernardi, Vice President 
of Book Trade and Digital Sales • Ken Lizzi, General Counsel 
Dave Marshall, Editor in Chief • Davey Estrada, Editorial 
Director • Chris Warner, Senior Books Editor • Cary Grazzini, 
Director of Specialty Projects • Lia Ribacchi, Art Director • Matt 
Dryer, Director of Digital Art and Prepress • Michael Gombos, 
Senior Director of Licensed Publications • Kari Yadro, Director 
of Custom Programs • Kari Torson, Director of International 
Licensing • Sean Brice, Director of Trade Sales
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Story By Art by
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Art by

WILL PERKINS
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PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

MIKE RICHARDSON

EDITOR

SHANTEL LAROCQUE

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

BRETT ISRAEL

DESIGNER

ERIC GRISSOM with BRENNAN THOME

DIGITAL ART TECHNICIAN

SAMANTHA HUMMER

Neil Hankerson, Executive Vice President • Tom Weddle, Chief Financial O�  cer • Randy Stradley, Vice President of 
Publishing • Nick Mcwhorter, Chief Business Development O�  cer • Dale Lafountain, Chief Information O�  cer • 
Matt Parkinson, Vice President of Marketing • Vanessa Todd-Holmes, Vice President of Production and Scheduling 
• Mark Bernardi, Vice President of Book Trade and Digital Sales • Ken Lizzi, General Counsel • Dave Marshall, 
Editor in Chief • Davey Estrada, Editorial Director • Chris Warner, Senior Books Editor • Cary Grazzini, Director of 
Specialty Projects • Lia Ribacchi, Art Director • Matt Dryer, Director of Digital Art and Prepress • Michael Gombos, 
Senior Director of Licensed Publications • Kari Yadro, Director of Custom Programs • Kari Torson, Director of 
International Licensing • Sean Brice, Director of Trade Sales

Published by Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC.
10956 SE Main Street
Milwaukie, OR 97222

DarkHorse.com

To � nd a comics shop in your area, visit ComicShopLocator.com.

First edition: May 2021
Ebook ISBN 978-1-50672-473-7 
Trade paperback ISBN 978-1-50672-472-0

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Printed in China

Goblin™ © 2021 Eric Grissom and Will Perkins. All rights reserved. Dark Horse Comics® and the Dark Horse logo are 
trademarks of Dark Horse Comics LLC, registered in various categories and countries. All rights reserved. No portion of 
this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the express written permission 
of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters, places, and incidents featured in this publication either are the product 
of the author’s imagination or are used � ctitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institu-
tions, or locales, without satiric intent, is coincidental. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Grissom, Eric, author. | Perkins, Will, artist.  
Title: Goblin / Eric Grissom, Will Perkins.  
Description: First edition. | Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, 2021. | 
   Audience: Ages 12+ | Summary: After a sinister human warrior raids the 
   home of young goblin Rikt and leaves him orphaned, he vows to avenge the 
   death of his parents and embarks on a perilous journey, learning of a 
   secret power hidden in the heart of the First Tree.  
Identi� ers: LCCN 2020052341 | ISBN 9781506724720 (trade paperback) | ISBN 
   9781506724737 (ebook)  
Subjects: LCSH: Graphic novels. | CYAC: Graphic novels. | Fantasy. | 
   Goblins--Fiction. | Revenge--Fiction. | Quests (Expeditions)--Fiction. 
Classi� cation: LCC PZ7.7.G776 Go 2021 | DDC 741.5/973--dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020052341
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Chapter One
The Goblin’s Gifts
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PURRFECT STRANGERSPURRFECT STRANGERS

PURRFECT STRANGERS
PURRFECT STRANGERS
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PURRFECT STRANGERSPURRFECT STRANGERS

SCRIPT FRÉDÉRIC BRRÉMAUD

ART PAOLA ANTISTA

COLORS CECILIA GIUMENTO

ENGLISH TRANSLATION ANNIE GULLION

LETTERING MICHAEL HEISLER

COVER ART PAOLA ANTISTA WITH CECILIA GIUMENTO
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®
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PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER MIKE RICHARDSON 

COLLECTION EDITOR FREDDYE MILLER     COLLECTION ASSOCIATE EDITOR JUDY KHUU

COLLECTION ASSISTANT EDITOR ROSE WEITZ     DESIGNER SARAH TERRY

DIGITAL ART TECHNICIAN ANN GRAY

CATS! PURRFECT STRANGERS
Text and illustrations of Cats!™ © 2010, 2011, 2021 Frédéric Brémaud and Paola Antista. All Rights 
Reserved. Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks of Dark Horse Comics 
LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, without the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters, 
places, and incidents featured in this publication either are the product of the author’s imagination or 
are used fi ctitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institutions, or locales, 
without satiric intent, is coincidental.

Published by Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street | Milwaukie, OR 97222

DarkHorse.com

To fi nd a comics shop in your area, visit comicshoplocator.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Brrémaud, Frédéric, writer. | Antista, Paola, 1976- artist. | 
   Giumento, Cecilia, colourist.  
Title: Cats! : purrfect strangers / writer, Frédéric Brrémaud ; artist, 
   Paola Antista ; colors, Cecilia Giumento.  
Other titles: Chats!. English  
Description: Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, 2021. 
Identifi ers: LCCN 2021000829 | ISBN 9781506726137 (trade paperback) | ISBN 
   9781506726151 (ebook)  
Subjects: LCSH: Graphic novels. | CYAC: Graphic novels. | Short stories. | 
   Cats--Fiction. 
Classifi cation: LCC PZ7.7.B787 Cat 2021 | DDC 741.5/944--dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021000829

First English-language edition: October 2021
Ebook ISBN 978-1-50672-615-1 
Trade paperback ISBN 978-1-50672-613-7

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Printed in China
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Hee hee 
hee!

Meooow!

{Hmph} 
We’ll see who 
has the last 

laugh!

Mrroww! isn’t he 
cute?

no, he’s 
hideous!

You’re 
just saying that 
because you’re 

jealous!

I’m saying that 
because I’ve been betrayed 

by my best friend!

Traitor!

Aaatchooo!!!

Gesundheit! 
Ha ha ha!

I guess all this deserves an explanation, right?

{Hsss hsss}

Traitor!

Traitor!

Traitor!

Traitor…

{Hsss hsss}

{Hsss hsss}

Cats and Dogs!

7
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My name is…
Manon! 
Are you 

coming to 
eat?!

I’m not 
eighteen yet, 

but I’m getting 
closer by the day. 
I live in a small 
town near the 

country…

Unlike my friends--who live with their parents--I am independent. Well…
almost independent! The truth is they let me move into an empty room 

that’s separate from my family’s apartment…

it’s a nice little studio, not bad at all.

Erika’s 
magazines! if I 

forget these, she’s 
gonna have a fit…

all 
set!

bye, bubbles!

No, Mom, I have 
to pick up Erika and then 

go get a puppy!

8
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Mom, 
Manon’s 
going 
some-
where!

Don’t get 
back too late, 

Manon…!
Grrr…

Ugh, I’m fed up! 
I’d love to be Kiki from 

Kiki’s Delivery Service 
and not see my family 

for a year…

in this neighborhood, I know everybody.

Ms. Lucienne, who feeds all the 
stray cats… Hello, Manon!

Hello, 
Ms. Lucienne!

9
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The Jolly 
brothers…

They have a bad reputation, but I 
like them…I even have a soft spot 

for the youngest one.

Hiya, Franky!

Hey, Manon!

Get your 
dirty paws 

off that, you 
thief!

Ouch!

Yipes! 
Oweee! Have 

mercy!

You’ll regret 
this, miscreant! 
I’m calling the 

police!

Oops!

10
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Right on 
time… is that 

you, Manon…? Just 
a sec, I’ll be right 

down!

Well? Well what?

What are 
you gonna call 

your dog?

I’m waiting 
until I see it! My 

parents did the same 
thing with me…

They were trying to 
decide between Marica, 

Frufru, and Manon! 
When they saw me, they 

knew right away 
that Manon suited 

me best!

Wow, 
that’s 
wild…

11
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We’re 
here!

Auntie 
Helen, 
it’s me, 
Erika!!!

Hi, 
Auntie!

This is my 
friend Manon! 

She’s the one who’s 
coming to pick 

out a puppy!

You’ll see, 
they’re wonderful. 

Mirza is in the 
barn.

You can 
get closer, she’s 

not mean! ?

Mew!

Meooowwww!

Hello, 
you…

Why are 
you saying hello 

to him? Don’t you 
see it’s a stupid 

cat?

12
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He’s so cute…
That’s it, ma’am, I’ve 
made my choice!

What?!

it took me six 
months to talk her 

into getting a dog! it 
was not so we’d leave 

here with a cat!

Well, what’s the 
difference? The 

difference is 
that the kibble you 

give him isn’t the same…! 
That all the books we 

read were a waste 
of time!

And most 
of all, the 

difference is 
that…

Aaatchooo!!!

{Hss}

…that I’m 
allergic to 

cats!

Okay, so 
what are you 
going to call 

him?

Justin 
Timberlake?

Pudgy?

Puss-Puss?

 I was 
thinking 

Grapefruit, 
because of his 

color!

Grapefruit…? Well, 
I guess it’s no worse 
than Pineapple…!

{Hss}
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Erika…

I’m so 
happy that Erika’s finally 

adopting a cat.

Yeah, 
it wasn’t easy to 
convince her.

Mmmm…

At the same time, I 
understand. She’s allergic 
to cats, and on top of 

that, she’s always dreamed 
of having a dog!

Yum…
Not bad at 

all…

Atchooo!

She’s here! You kitties 
get ready to 

welcome a new 
friend!

Hey, 
it’s me! did you bring it?

What do you 
think made me sneeze 

like that?

Oh! He’s so 
cute!

Really? You 
think so?

You’ll get 
used to him, you’ll 

see…

 Don’t worry, 
girls, I’ve given up on 

dogs! I promise!

What are 
you going to 

call him?

Fido! 
Boo-hoo-

hoo…

Uh…
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Mrowww! it took me 
two weeks to get 

an appointment at the 
vet. He’ll be furious 

if I’m late!

Yes, I know 
you’re not in a 
hurry to get 
your shot!

Hey, 
Manon!

Erika, 
what a nice 

surprise! How’s 
it going?

Great!
You know 

what? I finally like 
my cat!

Even nicer…!

I even 
changed his name. From now 

on, he’s called Pudgy! it sounds less 
like a dog, and it suits him 
better. Have you seen how 

he’s grown?

Yeah, 
he must weigh 

twice as much as 
Grapefruit!

Mrowww!!! Uh-oh, you’ll 
have to excuse me. I have 

an appointment at the 
vet! I gotta go…

No problem, 
I’ll see you tonight 

at Camille’s.

Really, Grapefruit, 
I’m telling you, it’s 
just a tiny poke, 
nothing at all!

? Fetch, 
Pudgy…! Go 

find the little 
bone!

Poor 
Erika, she still 
has a ways to 

go!

A Little Game
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Model Train

You see 
how curious 

he is?

Curious? 
I’d say he’s 
annoyed!

Mroww

Him and 
trains, they 
don’t get 

along!

Oh!

{Hsss}

Mrow…?!

You see, trash-talker, 
Grapefruit loooves 

the train…

Best friends 
forever!

{Hsss}
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The Mummy!

stranger than 
„DRACULA‰!...

more 
fantastic than 

„FRANKENSTEIN‰!...

more mysterious than 
„THE INVISIBLE MAN‰!...

„The 
Mummy‰!!!!

Aaaaahhhhh

Girls, are 
you…are you 

sure it’s a good 
idea to watch 
this movie…?

is it dead or 
alive?

human 
or inhuman?

eternal 
punishment for 
anyone who 

opens this casket!

Mrowww

No way! Sorry, 
but you’re watching this 

without me!

Hee hee hee!

Watch your 
eyes, I’m turning the 

lights back on!

?

„The 
Mummy‰!!!

Aaaaahhhh

Aaaaaahhhh!!!

?

?
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The Sign of the Cat

Among mammals, the claws that grow 
at the ends of the toes allow for 

scratching, seizing, or defending. They 
are made of alpha-keratin, and their 

length varies according to the species.

in some species, the claws are 
retractable, which means the 

animal can pull them in. Felines, 
for example, have this ability.

Felines? A 
cat’s a feline, or 
do I have that 

wrong?

The cat is a 
feline, Erika! No, 

you’re not wrong!

What do 
you mean, he 
doesn’t have 

claws?

All 
cats have 
claws!

Are you 
sure?

One 
hundred 

percent! Scare 
him, and you’ll 

see…!

okay!

Pudgy, 
heel!

Let him be! 
There’s another 

way that’s totally 
foolproof.

Oh 
yeah? What’s 

that?

Why, you simply 
look at the furniture to see if 

he’s scratched it…!

What?! 
But Pudgy 

doesn’t have 
claws!

18
®

DARKHORSE.COM



Happy Birthday, Pudgy!

Happy birthday to you! 
Happy birthday to you! Happy 

birthday, dear Puuuudge…

Maooww

What do I 
do? Do I blow 

for him?

Mrooooow!!!

?!
…Pudgy!

You 
were saying, 

Erika?

{Slurp!}
Oh, 

nothing, I 
think he can 
manage just 

fine by 
himself…
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Evolution

From left to right, Pudgy, imnopet, 
and Grapefruit, a few days after 

adoption…

From left to right, Pudgy, 
Grapefruit, and imnopet, a few weeks 

after adoption…

From left to right, Pudgy, 
imnopet, and Grapefruit, today…

it’s a 
good photo, 
but maybe we 

could retake it 
vertically?

Oh, but 
why? This photo’s 

really good!
Hmm…
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“A compelling 
graphic offering that 

explores relevant 
gender roles and 

self-identity through 
a historical lens.”
—Kirkus starred 

review

“A well-researched
and richly illustrated

runaway tale that
will appeal to fans of
escapist fi ction and
thoughtful readers.”
—School Library

Journal
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Have you ever been set adrift by those closest to you?

Have you ever needed to set yourself adrift to survive?

Cecil and Jose need you to know you’re in good company.

Soupy Leaves Home speaks to us outcasts. In the 
shadow of the Great Depression, whose parallels we’ve 
all experienced in this decade—social upheaval in the 
wake of economic collapse, institutions scrambling to 
protect society’s ability to function (but mostly protecting 
themselves), record unemployment and homelessness, 
freak weather patterns decimating America’s agricultural 

sustainability—Soupy helps us see our own situation 
from new angles as we steel ourselves to get up each 

day, fi nd a way through everything, and remind 
ourselves that we’re not alone. 

Have you ever felt at home among strangers? How 
does our shared concept of “stranger” evolve when 
society’s structures begin to break down? Who, 

then, is a neighbor? Who is, today, for you?

Go your own way. Some of us will always fol-
low promises or myths, guided by constella-

tions. North to freedom, to steadiness. South 
brings opportunity or exploitation. West for 
beginnings and endings. Outside the boxcar 
doors, we pass an American landscape dou-
bling as emotional landscape. 

Soupy Leaves Home is patient and 
empathetic, denying readers any quick
assumptions or judgments. Everyone has 
value, just as everyone is haunted by their 
baggage. Who’s here to remain tethered to 
it, and who was just waiting to let go?

I love this book’s focus on the 
necessary risk of extending trust, 
and the vulnerability of being 
forced into taking that risk. Just

as the original version of Harry
McClintock’s “The Big Rock 

Candy Mountain,” describing
a list of mythical promises 

waiting in parts unknown 
for many Depression-era

wanderers, ultimately 
reveals its fantastical 

visions to be a pred-
ator’s attempt to 

lure a transient 

FOREWORD
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child into his orbit. Such lofty promises 
often crumble upon examination, but 
there’s also danger in refusing to seek out 
the promise of something better.

The transient underground depicted within 
these pages regularly grapples with grift-
ers and opportunists, but largely chooses 
the risk of welcoming the stranger. Indeed, 
Soupy’s new crew insists upon it. Viewed 
through the lens of its characters, this story 
is post-apocalyptic. Its survivors are build-
ing something together, at times anarchist 
and egalitarian, at other times a mirror of 
America writ large, prey to exploitation and 
corruption. That dynamic forces a central 
hobo rule: “Don’t take advantage of some-
one who is in a vulnerable situation.” 

Cecil’s writing is made for the comics page, 
anticipating where Jose will take it, and her 
prose works in rhythmic blocks that push 
the stage fl air of her stories. I love seeing 
Jose’s room to soar with her script, having 
been given maximum space for visual 
interpretation. Her scriptwriting is a dream 
for cartoonists who are drawn to their 
characters’ rich, subjective, complicated 
internal experiences.

Jose’s use of color-as-structure in Soupy, 
particularly in a period piece which wouldn’t 
necessarily require it, was eye-opening and 
infl uential on my own work. Through Jose, 
color becomes storyteller, signpost, and 
character. We allow his chromatic guides 
to carry us safely through, watching for 
its shifts like symbols etched onto fences 
and boxcars in faraway towns. 

I write this at the close of a tense week, 
during an immensely consequential elec-
tion in a nation on the precipice between 
democracy and authoritarianism. You and 
I each make tentative plans as we wait to 
see if our social structures can, and will, 
prevail. One day, then the next. For each 
of us, the American promise of self-deter-
mination requires confronting the hollow-
ness of myth, cautiously approaching the 
Big Rock Candy Mountain.

We’re all living through a global pandemic 
which has brought a partial shuttering 
of society, and of possible futures. Plans 
made are not to gamble on our dreams, 
not to seek our future selves, but simply to 
get by. To stay alive and healthy each day 
must sometimes be enough. What gets lost 
in the small choices we make throughout 
each day? Our personal decisions help 
support and sustain each other, keeping 
each other well and alive for another day. 

Dreams have to wait, right? 

Some dreams still keep us awake at night, 
even when we’ve left them in the dust—and 
they should. Listen to Soupy, Ramshackle, 
and everyone you meet along the way when 
they share themselves with you. Let their 
stories remind you that there is a future 
worth building, and that we must look out 
for each other in order to overcome the 
risks all around us.

Nate Powell, November 2020
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