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Will Perkins

Eric Grissom +

PLANTS
ZOMBIES?
. /‘é

( -

Qﬁ CONSTRUGTIONARY.TALES )

EARTH BOVY

A new original graphic novel from the team
behind the New York Times bestselling Plants
vs. Zombies comics, Paul Tobin and Ron Chan!
Benson, a young teen boy with dreams of
venturing into space and becoming a Galactic
Ranger, is given the chance to make his hopes
a reality when he's selected to join an elite
academy full of strange characters and
unusual alien classmates. But when a
combination of culture shock, bullying, and
administrative secrets shake his confidence,
Benson must dig deep and fight to prove he
belongs. Perfect for ages 8 and up!

9781506714110 - TP » $12.99 US [ $17.50 CA
On Sale Now.

GOBLIN

Goblin, from Eric Grissom and Will Perkins, is
a fantasy story like no other about over-
coming great odds and about finding light in
even the darkest of places. A young, head-
strong goblin embarks on a wild journey of
danger, loss, self-discovery, and sacrifice in
this new graphic novel adventure. Perfect for
ages 10 and up.

9781506724720 - TP - $14.99 US | $19.99 CA
On Sale Now

PLANTS US. ZOMBIES

These original graphic novels feature all-new
original tales, authentically drawn to match
the glorious, award-winning vintage ani-
mation style of Cuphead!
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Cuphead Volume 1
9781506712482 - TP - $10.99 US | $14.99 CA
On Sale Now
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Cuphead Volume 2
9781506712499 - TP - $10.99 US | $14.99 CA
On Sale Now

E— AVATAR: THE LAST
A AIRBENDER CHIBIS
V‘ATA& VOLUME 1 — AANG’S

UNFREEZING DAY

Aongs Unfreezing Day
' : 75 T Kelly Leigh Miller (/am a Wolf; | Love My Fangs)
7% | teams with Avatar favorite artist Diana Sim
to bring young Avatar fans and their families
this heartwarming tale of love, celebration,

and friendship.

Can you imagine not knowing your own
birthday? That's the situation for Aang, who
-| wasfrozenin an iceberg for a hundred years!
| Luckily his friends Katara, Toph, Sokka, and
5| Zuko have a plan to surprise him with a new
special day to celebrate. But they'll have to be

careful while they prepare—it's a surprise!
Perfect for ages 8 and up.

9781506726618 « HC - $7.99 US| $10.99 CA

The official New York Times best-selling graphic novels based on the massively successful video games by PopCap.
Filled with hilarious, plant-filled, zombie zapping insanity that kids love to read again and again and come in $10.99
US ($14.99 CA) Hardcovers. Each book contains accessible, standalone stories perfect for reluctant and avid readers

aged 8 and up.

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 1 - 9781616551926
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 2 - 9781616556211
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 16 - 9781506713069
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 17 - 9781506713076
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Volume 18 - 9781506720913
On Sale Now

Cuphead™ © 2022 StudioMDHR Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. Cuphead™, the Cuphead™ logo,

Plants vs Zombies Volume 19 - 9781506720920
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 1+ 9781616559465
0On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 2 - 9781506705484
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare 3 - 9781506708379
On Sale Now

Plants vs. Zombies Zomnibus Volume 1+ 9781506728209
HC$19.99 US | $25.99 CA - On Sale Now

and the logo are and/ |8

orregistered

2022 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Text and illustrations of Goblin™ © 2022 Eric Grissom and Will Perkins. Avatar: the Last Airbender™ © 2022 Viacom International Inc. All
Rights Reserved. Nickelodeon, Nickelodeon Avatar: The Last Airbender and all related titles, logos and characters are

Inc. the world. Plants vs. Zombies © 2022 Electronic Arts Inc. Text and illustrations of Earth Boy © |

BOOKS

of Viacom ional Inc.
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CATS! PURRFECT
STRANGERS

A collection of light-hearted short stories
following the lives of three young women and
their cats. From author Frédéric Brrémaud
(Love, Little Tails) and artist Paola Antista
(Disney Frozen, Sorceline) comes an all-ages
humorous collection of all the joys of being a
cat owner. Published for the first time in
English, this volume collects three of the
original six French albums.

9781506726137 - TP+ $14.99 US | $19.99 CA
On Sale Now

CATS! GIRLFRIENDS
AND CATFRIENDS

Every day holds new surprises for best friends
Manon, Erika, and Camille—after all, they
have three rambunctious cats to look after!
Join these three girls and their pets on their
adventures and get ready for some laugh-out-
loud feline-filled fun! Published for the first
time in English, this volume collects the final
three of the original six French albums.

9781506726144+ TP + $14.99 US | $19.99 CA
On Sale Now

USAGI YOJIMBO SAGA
(SECOND EDITION)

Celebrate Stan Sakai’s beloved rabbit ronin
with the second edition collections of the
comic saga, featuring brand-new original
cover art by Stan Sakai! Follow Miyamoto
Usagi in his epic trek along the warrior’s path
in these volumes, each containing over 600
pages of Usagi's essential adventures.

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 1 (Second Edition)
9781506724904 - On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 2 (Second Edition)
9781506724928 - On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimho Saga Volume 3 (Second Edition)
9781506724935 - On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 4 (Second Edition)
9781506724942 - On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 5 (Second Edition)
9781506724959 - On Sale Now

Usagi Yojimbo Saga Volume 6 (Second Edition)
9781506724959 - On Sale Dec. 2022

TP+ $29.99 US| $39.99 CA

IMMORTALS FENYX
RISING: A TRAVELER'S
GUIDE TO THE GOLDEN
ISLE

Welcome to Chryse, the Golden Isle! The king
of the gods himself, Zeus, presents you with
this indispensable travel guide to the ancient
Greek island from Ubisoft’s Immortals Fenyx
Rising video game. Immortals Fenyx Rising: A
Traveler's Guide to the Golden Isle is a must have
for any fan of Immortals Fenyx Rising and
Greek mythology.

9781506720487 - HC - $14.99 US | $19.99 CA
On Sale Now

JTales
‘around
the Teacup

Cats!™ © 2022 Frédéric Brémaud and Paola Antista. Daddy Daughter Day © 2022 Isabelle Bridges-Boesch and Jeff Bridges. Soupy Leaves
Home™ © 2022 Cecil Castellucci. Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up™ © 2022 Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. Usagi Yojimbo™ ©2022 | HMORSE |
Stan Sakai. Text and illustrations of Tentacle Kitty™ © 2022 John and Raena Merritt.

DADDY DAUGHTER DAY

To a whole generation of filmgoers, Jeff
Bridges is “the Dude,” but to a more important
group of people he is “Dad.” The actor-
musician-artist and Isabelle Bridges-Boesch,
one of his real-life daughters, have teamed
up to produce a book to inspire fathers and
daughters—and whole families—to find the
joy and closeness in their relationships.

9781506718088 « HC - $17.99 US | $23.99 (A
On Sale Now

TENTACLE KITTVY: TALES
AROUND THE TEACUP

Join "The Pink One" and friends as the whole
tentacle kitty gang regales us with tales of
action and adventure over tea! From hunting
down cotton candy mice, to pirate hijinks and
mega convention run-ins, this volume
features stories for all readers, told only as a
Tentacle Kitty can!

9781506723969 - TP« $12.99 US | $17.50 CA
On Sale Now

HAM-LET:
A SHAKESPEAREAN
MASH-UP

Ham-let is a fun and endearing graphic novel
reimagining of a classic Shakespearean tale!
This satirical story stars a cast of anthro-
pomorphic animals based on characters from
Shakespeare’s greatest plays! The eponymous
Pig Prince himself returns home from college
to find that his uncle Claude betrayed and
murdered his father to seize the throne! But
this familiar fable veers into the zany and
adventurous when Ham-let calls upon his best
friend Horatio and a troupe of rowdy, self-
centered actors to aid him in halting his
uncle’s evil plans.

9781506720890 « HC - $10.99 US | $14.99 CA
On Sale Now

SOUPY LEAVES HOME
(SECOND EDITION)

Set in 1932, this is the story of two misfits
with no place to call home, who build a
relationship during a train-hopping journey
toward the sunny promise of California. Pearl
Plankette ran away from her abusive father,
but has nowhere to go until she stumbles
upon a disguise that gives her the key to a
new identity. Reborn as a boy named Soupy,
she hitches her star to Remy “Ramshackle”
Renault, a hobo who takes her under his
wing. But Ramshackle has his own demons to
wrestle with, and he'll need Soupy just as
much as she needs him. Now includes an
educator’s guide written by Meryl Jaffe, PhD.

9781506722054 « HC - $17.99 US | $23.99 CA
On Sale Now
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Jump into the Overworld with part
one of the Wither Without You
adventure series from the world’s
best-selling videogame, Minecraft!

After an intense battle with an
enchanted wither, Cahira and Orion’s
mentor is eaten and they are now alone!
The two monster hunters go on a
mission to get their mentor back, and
meet an unlikely ally along the way!
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MINEERRARTSWITHER)
WITHOUTEOUV DI HE]2!

In the second of three stand-alone
stories featuring twin monster hunters
Cahira and Orion, the duo turn their
sights to solving the mystery of their
new friend's curse. But the twins set off
a chain of events which lead to a zombie
apocalypse! Can they save the town and
its hapless villagers?
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After surviving the horrors of a zombie
villager outbreak, the adventurers begin
to make their way to Atria’s hometown
of Woodhaven. But the journey is far
from a smooth one, and dangers lurk
around every corner, as our heroes
witness more evidence of the Wither’s
path of destruction across the overworld.

ﬁﬂﬂEEBHFT

STORIES FROM THE OvERMOmLD

INTO THE HETHER
- STEPHANIE RAMIREZ

MINECRARTOREN;
HWIRLDSINTOMHES
NETHER

Sarah is new to the world of Minecraft,
and without much knowledge on the
world or how to play, she finds herself
looking to veteran player Hector for
help. Hector isn't used to exploring the
Minecraft world with anyone other than
his parents, so he's reluctant at first.
However, Sarah’s enthusiasm and all-
around energy bring Hector around, and
the two become partners—but more
importantly, friends!

HMINECRAET]

Tyler’s family has to move but
thankfully, he has a strong group
of friends forever linked in the
world of Minecraft! They go on the
Ultimate Quest and face off
against The Ender Dragon!

HMINECRARTVOLUME 2

When Evan and the gang find

themselves assaulted by pirates,

and then by an even bigger

threat, all the players realize they

must learn to rely on each other
to face adversity.

HINECRARTVOLUMES

Candace, Evan, Grace, Tobi, and
Tyler continue their adventures in
the world of Minecraft and find
themselves stumbling upon a
mysterious ruined portal. The
group discover themselves deep
in a bastion and now have to face
their most intense challenge yet.
1t'll take the full force of the entire
group to overcome the unknown!

MIHECRART:ISTORIES
ERDM THED¥YERWIRLD

With tales of rivals finding common

ground and valiant heroes new (or

not!) to the Overworld, this

collection brings together stories

from all realms, leaving no block
unturned!



DARK HORSE BOOKS
JUVENILE GRAPHIC NOVEL SAMPLER

Earth Boy
Written by Paul Tobin. lllustrated by Ron Chan.

Goblin
Written by Eric Grissom. lllustrated by Will Perkins.

Cats! Purrfect Strangers
Written by Frédéric Brrémaud. lllustrated by Paola Antista.

Soupy Leaves Home (Second Edition)
Written by Cecil Castellucci. lllustrated by Jose Pimienta.

Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up
Written by Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. lllustrated by Elisa Ferrari.

Minecraft: Open World—Into the Nether
Written and illustrated by Stephanie Ramirez.

DARK
HORSE
BOOKS

Earth Boy © 2022 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Goblin™ © 2022 Eric Grissom and Will Perkins. Cats!™ © 2022 Frédéric Brémaud and Paola Antista. Soupy Leaves Home™ © 2022
Cecil Castellucci. Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up™ © 2022 Jim Burnstein and Garrett Schiff. Minecraft © 2022 Mojang AB.
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SCRIPT BY
PRUL TOBIN

ART, COLORS,
AND LETTERS BY

RON CHAN

COVER BY
RON CHAN

EARTH BOY CREATED BY:
PRUL TOBIN AND RON CHAN

L]

DARKHORSE.COM



rresivent & pusLiswer IMIKE RICHARDSON  eoiror DAMIEL CHABOI  pssistant eoiror CHUCK HOWITT
oesienes ETHAN KIMBERLING  oisirac arr recumcian AN GRAY

EARTH BOY

Earth Boy™ © 2021 Paul Tobin and Ron Chan. Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks
of Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in
any form or by any means, without the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters,
places, and incidents featured in this publication either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used
fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institutions, or locales, without satiric intent,
is coincidental.

Collects the Dark Horse Comics original graphic Neil Hankerson, Executive Vice President - Tom Weddlel, Chief
novel Earth Boy. Financial Officer - Randy Stradley, Vice President of Publishing

Nick McWhorter, Chief Business Development Officer - Dale
Published by LaFountain, Chief Information Officer - Matt Parkinson, Vice
Dark Horse Books President of Marketing - Vanessa Todd-Holmes, Vice President
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC of Production and Scheduling - Mark Bernardi, Vice President
10856 SE Main Street of Book Trade and Digital Sales - Ken Lizzi, General Counsel
Milwaukie, OR 97222 Dave Marshall, Editor in Chief - Davey Estrada, Editorial

Director - Chris Warner, Senior Books Editor - Cary Grazzini,
DarkHorse.com Director of Specialty Projects - Lia Ribacchi, Art Director - Matt

Dryer, Director of Digital Art and Prepress - Michael Gombos,
To find a comics shop in your area, visit Senior Director of Licensed Publications - Kari Yadro, Director
comicshoplocator.com of Custom Programs - Kari Torson, Director of International

Licensing - Sean Brice, Director of Trade Sales
First Edition: March 2021
Ebook ISBN 978-1-50671-417-2
Trade Paperback ISBN 978-1-50671-411-0

10987654321
Printed in China
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EARTH: APRIL 7, 3115.

THROUGHOUT THE COSMOS,
NO PEAPLIER BEAST EXISTS
THAN THE M'CO C'OW

KNOWN AS BETSY!

HMM. WANT
IN ON THISZ No
PROBLEM.

GALACTIC RANGER

BENSON CHOW STARES

INTO THE FACE OF PEATH
ITSELF!

IT WAS SHE THAT

FEPERATION!

..GALACTIC RANGER
CHOW ACTIVATES
HUMANITY'S LAST

HOPE, A MACHINE

THAT CAN PRAIN THE

MURPEROUS MILK

OF M'00 C'OW

ANP..

BROUGHT ABOUT THE
ENV OF THE TRI-PLANET

ANP SO, ACCOMPANIER BY HIS FAITHFIAL
SIPEKICK, MR. BITTLES, ANF LAUGHING IN THE
FACE OF ALMOST CERTAIN ANNIHILATION...

IT WAS SHE

WHO TRIGGEREP THE GREAT LETHAL
PULSE THAT WROUGHT PEVASTATION
ACROSS UNTOLP GALAXIES!

IT WAS THIS
HORRIBLE BEAST, THIS
UNSTOPPABLE COSMIC

CYCLONE OF PESTRUCTION,
THAT CAUSEF THE ERA OF
NINE BILLION WEEFING
MOTHERS, ANF..

Yo! BENSON!

DARKHORSE.COM



KENJIZ
WHAT BRINGS YOou
AROUNPZ

NAWW. I GOT TOO
MANY CHORES.

THOUGHT I'P
SEE IF YOU COULP
HANG OUT TOPAY. WAS
THINKIN' 'BOUT GOING
INTO TOWN.

PANG. WELL...
LEAST LET ME SHOW
YOU SOMETHING
INCREPIBLY AMAZING
THAT WILL CHANGE
THE VERY MANNER IN
WHICH YOU SEE THE
WOELP.

AROUNP
THIS WAY.

CHECK IT OUT!
[ 16OT ME A NEW
SET OF JETS!

WELL. NEW JETS FOR ME,
ANYWAY. PAR SAYS IF T CAN KEEF
IT RUNNING, IT'S MINE.

SURE YOU CAN'T GO FOR
A SPINZ WE HAVE LAPIES
TO VAGUELY IMPRESS!



T REALLY CAN'T. IT'S A
HUGE CHORE PAY. ANP WITH
SIS GONE TO HER SWIM MEET,
I HAVE TO PO EVERYTHING
MYSELF,

NOBOPY EVER
HAS TO PO EVERYTHING
BY THEMSELVES WHEN THEY
HAVE AMAZING FRIENPS.

BE GLAV
TO HELP! NOT
A PROBLEM.
BUT You
HAVE TO
TELL YOUR |
QISTER THAT ||
T GLISTEN IN
THE SUN.

T'LL TELL HER
YOU PON'T STINK MUCH.
HOW'S THATZ

GOTTA BUILY
A FOUNPATION |
SOMEWHERE.




WALKING UFP ON YOU, T COULP HEAR

SO... T HAVE TO ASK, WHEN T WAS
YOU TALKING TO YOURSELF AN
SOUNPING...

I'M TRYING TO
BE NICE HERE...

COMPLETELY
INSANE.
WHAT WAS

THAT ALL
ABOUTZ

I MEAN, YOU
STILL PREAMING OF
THAT SPACE RANGER
STUFFZ
KINPA
PUME.
ISN'T IT2

IT'S NOT PUMB!
THE KAYRUS GALACTIC
RANGER ACAPEMY IS
LEGENPARY!

IT GOES BACK ALMOST A
HUNPREP ANP TWENTY
THOUSANP YEARS!

"THE GALACTIC RANGERS
PATROL THE ENTIRETY OF
THE KNOWN UNIVERSE!

NEG-LIGHT SYSTEM!

“SOME OF THE UNIVERSE'S GREATEST LEGENPS GRAPUATER FROM THE
KAYRUS ACAZEMY! KANNON TRLL OF MOLPERON SEVEN! PRRG OF
PENN! THE BROKEN BROTHERS OF THE FOG! EVEN LITTLE PEG OF THE




“IT WAS THE KAYRIUS ACAPEMY THAT TRAINEP ALL
OF THEM, AS WELL AS THOUSANPS OF OTHERS WHO
FIGHT TO MAKE THE UNIVERSE A BETTER PLACE/

&\ bl
- S RN
.

“ANP YOU IMMERSE YOURSELF IN ALIEN
CULTURES! MINGLING WITH CAPETS FROM
ALL ACROSS THE KNOWN UNIVERSE!

A

: .....1.2 ¥




“ANP OF COURSE YOU LEARN SPACE SCIENCE,
BECAUSE A RANGER WITH A PISTOL CAN ONLY
“| SOLVE SOME PROBLEMS, BT A RANGER WITH
ANP THERE'S A MASSIVE AMOUNT A BRAIN CAN SOLVE THEM ALL.”

OF COMBAT TRAINING, BECAUSE YOU NEVER
KNOW WHO YOU'LL RUN UP AGAINST WHEN
YOU'RE A GALACTIC RANGER/!

ANP THAT'S
ONLY THE TIP OF THE
ICEBERG! THE KAYRUS
ACAPEMY TRAINS YOU
IN HUNPREPS OF
PIFFERENT AREAS!

BENSON/
CooL IT/ T
UNPERSTANP!

IF YOU'RE A
GALACTIC RANGER,
THEN--

NOBOPRY FROM EARTH HAS
EVER BEEN ACCEPTER INTO THE
KAYRIUS ACAPEMY. EVER.

T WASN'T SAYING
THE KAYRUS ACAPEMY
1S PUME.

WELL... IT'S JUST
THAT... C'MON, BEN.

I WAS You KNOW WHAT
SAYING... T I'M SAYING.
JUST MEANT..

UH... YOU WE'RE TOC NEW OF A
PLANET! TOO MUUCH OF

A FRONTIER CUTPOST!

IT'S NOT
GONNA HAPPEN!

DARKHORSE.COM



I MEAN... IT'S
NOT SO BAF,
HERE, IS IT2

No. IT
AIN'T. I
LOVE IT.

YOWRE ALWAYS THINKING
ABOUT THAT KAYRUS PLACE,
BUT IT’S IN THE ANPROMEPA
SEVENTEEN GALAXY!

THAT'S LIKE, WAY OVER
A MEGA-PARSEC AwAY/
You AIN'T GoING!

HARPLY ANYONE GETS
TO LEAVE THE GALAXY! YOU
BELONG HERE! ON EARTH!
ON THIS FARM!

YOUW'RE GREAT
WITH ALL THE ANIMALS!
HORSES! COWS! FOGS!

MARS RAPTORS!

ANYTHING!

BUT.. I... I PIANNO. IT'S SO
BIG oUT THERE. I WANNA SEE
IT, T GUESS. -

SOMETIMES IT ¥
POESN'T MATTER
WHAT YOUt WANT.

SORRY. THAT'S
JusT TPFIE;ZMTH

LISTEN. I GOTTA FIRE UP THOSE NEW JETS
OF MINE. YOU SURE YOU PON'T WANT TO
COoME ALONG FOR A RIPEZ

CAN'T. I STILL HAVE TO
WATER THE PIGS ANP THE
EBABY MARS MAMMOTHS.

LOOK! THOSE
THINGS EAT RIGHT
OUT OF YOUR

!
HANPS! o e T 66T Too
CLOSE, THEY'LL BITE FIRST
AU ASK GUAESTIONS LATER,
AFTER POOPING ME OUT
it THE MEANTIME!

CooL, CooL.
SOON, THOUGH.
SEE YOU LATER.

VON'T FORGET TO
TELL YOUR SISTER T
SAIP HELLO!

S
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BENSONZ
CAN YOU COME
BACK TO THE
HOUSE FOR A

DARKHORSE.COM



SHE'S JUST PEPICATEP.
THAT'S HOW YOU RAISEP
US. WHATEVER PIRECTION
A CHOW FACES, GO FILL
SPEEP, RIGHT?Z

HEY, PAP. I'M ALMOST
PONE WITH CHORES. ANY
WORP FROM LILAZ

I SUPPOSE. AS
LONG AS YOUW'RE HAVING
FUN, TOO. THAT'S
IMPORTANT.

SHE WON. NEW
FECORF. NOT SURE
HOW I FATHERER A
SWIMMER.

SO... I WANTEFR TO TALK TO YOI
ABOUT SOMETHING. THIS CAME
IN THE MAIL TOPAY.

IT'S FROM THE
KAYRUS ACAPEMY.

WHAT 2/ I NEVER
THOUGHT THEY'?
ACTUALLY ANSWER!
WHAT POES IT--

BENSON, YOU'VE ALWAYS
BEEN A PREAMER. THAT'S
WHAT I WANT TO TALK  YOUi NEEP TO
TO YOU ABOUT, UNPERSTANP THAT,
SOMETINL_ENSé PREAMS

I ALREAPY
OPENEP IT.
ANP REAP THE

LETTER.
SIT POWN,
BENSON.

DARKHORSE.COM



THE KAYRUS
ACAPEMY. T
KNOW IT'S BEEN
A PREAM OF

BEFORE YOUR  YOU WERE SO YOUNG. T THINK NP THEN IT WAS
MOTHER ONE OF THE FIRST WORPS YOU “C:ALP&GTIC RAMG?R,"
AN

PASSEP AWAY, SAIP WAS “SPACESHIF.”
WE USEP TO
ALWAYS LAUGH ;
ABOUT THE /..- 4
THINGS YOU'?
SAY. THE
PREAMS YOUl
HAR. q

YEAH. T AM. WHAT I'M TRYING NOBORY FROM WE'BE NOT EVEN A WHICH IS CENTEREP IN THE

TO SAY IS THAT, SOMETIMES, EARTH HAS EVER FULL MEMBER OF  GREAT HELM, THE FIRST GALAXY
YOU PUT ASIPE YOUR BEEN ACCEPTER THE GREAT HELM CREATEP BY INTELLIGENT
PAYPREAMS. m;gﬂn;gmus CONCORPIUM -~ BEINGS.

IT'S IN THE IT HAS A LOT
MIPPLE OF OF NAMES AN

THE BLACK EYE IT'S REALLY
GALAXY, OR | FAR AWAY ANP T
THE SLEEPING L KNEW WHEN T

BEAUTY ‘8 SENT THAT

GALAXY, ’ : LETTER THAT
. THEY'P NEVER

ACCEPT ME,

BUT I--

OH MAN. OH
MAN I CAN'T
BREATHE.

I'M HAVING THE SAME BUT I'M SO OH MAN. OH Wow. OH
PROBLEM, MY SON. SO PROUWP, I MAN. PAPZ SERIOISLYZ
FAR AWAY. AN'T.. I CAN'T THEY SAIP YESZ
EveuTseguevs

THEY PIP. BUT I
WANT YoUu To
UNPERSTANP
SOMETHING.

YOU BECOME A ANP, BENSON, PO YOu
MAN THE FIRST  KNOW WHAT You po
TIME YOU PUT ONCE YOu FINALLY
ASIPE YOUR ACHIEVE YOUR
PAYPREAMS ANP PAYPREAMSZ
TRY TO MAKE
THEM REALITY,
GUIPING YOur
FATE INSTEAP OF
SIMPLY
PREAMING
ABOUT IT.

NO. NEVER PO THAT. IN FACT, IT'S BEST THAT WAY.
BECAUSE WHAT You Po
WHEN YOU FINALLY ACHIEVE
YOUR PAYPREAMS IS...

YOU CAN BE A MAN ANP
A BOY, BOTH.

DARKHORSE.COM



... YOU MAKE
NEW ONES.




A

DAY ONE: I'M OFF! LEAVING EARTH. IT FEELS GOOD. IT FEELS
TERRIBLE. RIGHT NOW, I'M ON A SHIP WITH THE EXCITING AND
ADVENTUROUS NAME OF RC-4526-ZED-873. |'VE DECIDED T0
CALL IT MARVIN, SO | DON'T HAVE T0 REMEMBER ALL THOSE
LETTERS AND NUMBERS.

Ty

DAY THREE: | HAVE FELLOW PASSENGERS, NOW. BUT WE DON'T
SHARE A COMMON LANGUAGE. OR, THEY DO, BUT | DON'T. WE'VE
TRAVELED .0876 LIGHT CENTURIES SO FAR. MARVIN RUNS ON A
MODIFIED ALCUBIERRE DRIVE THAT EXPANDS AND CONTRACTS
SPACE-TIME. IT*S ALL POWERED BY FLENNITE. WE HUMANS HAD
THEORIES OF FASTER-THAN-LIGHT TRAVEL IN PLACE FOR CENTURIES,
BUT WITHOUT FLENNITE, WHICH WAS THEN JUST A THEORETICAL
SUBSTANCE, WE COULDN'T PUT THE THEORIES TO TEST.

MARVIN'S HULL 1S MADE OF TRIBIUM, OF COURSE. IT'S THE ONLY
SUBSTANCE THAT CAN WITHSTAND THIS TYPE OF TRAVEL. THE
FLENNITE FUEL IS INCREDIBLY RARE. TRIBIUM 1S EVEN MORE
SCARCE. IN FACT, IT"S PRETTY MUCH USED UF, THESE DAYS, FAR
700 RARE T0 CONSTRUCT ANY MORE SHIPS, EVEN IF THERE WAS
ANY SURPLUS OF FLENNITE TO FUEL THEM. THE GREAT AGE OF
SPACE TRAVEL 1S FINISHED.

S0 FAR, I'M ALONE. BECAUSE OF COURSE EARTH IS ON THE EDGES

OF THE CIVILIZED UNIVERSE. WE'RE ESSENTIALLY AN ISOLATED
OUTPOST. WE'LL PICK UP THE REST OF THE NEW CADETS ON THE
WAY T0 THE KAYRUS ACADEMY. FOR NOW, I'VE BEEN ASSIGNED A
COMPUTER THAT HAS A WEALTH OF INFORMATION FOR ME T0
STUDY. STAR MAPS. ALIEN CULTURES. IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE
UNIVERSE IS... IT"S ENDLESS.

[T WASN'T UNTIL OUR FIRST CONTACT WITH THE GALACTIC
FEDERATION THAT OUR THEORIES BECAME REALITY, IN A LOT
OF DIFFERENT WAYS. NOW, MARVIN'S ENGINE IS ALTERING
THE VERY FABRIC OF THE UNIVERSE, AND I'M SEVERAL
GALAXIES AWAY FROM HOME.

OF COURSE, LIGHT CENTURIES OF SPACE HAVE ALREADY BEEN
EXPLORED, BUT WITH THE SEVERELY DIMINISHED RESERVES OF
FLENNITE AND TRIBIUM, THERE'S STILL... INFINITE UNIVERSE
OUT THERE. USUALLY I'M FASCINATED BY ANY THOUGHTS OF
THE INFINITE, BUT TODAY I'M TRYING NOT TO THINK ABOUT IT.

| ALREADY FEEL PRETTY SMALL.




DAY SIX: GREAT. AFTER ALMOST A WEEK OF TRAVEL | JUST LEARNED
THAT MY COMPUTER, WHICH I'VE NAMED CHESHIRE, CAN TRANSLATE

BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN ALMOST ANY LANGUAGE. | COULD'VE
BEEN TALKING TO THE OTHERS THIS WHOLE TIME.

omggine
RMQING

WE'VE STARTED TO SEE SIGNS. THEY APPEAR AT ALL THE
COORDINATION POINTS THAT OUR FTL DRIVES LOCK ONTO, THE
AREAS OF SPACE THAT CAN'T BE FOLDED BY OUR ALCUBIERRE
DRIVE. AND THERE'S OCCASIONAL TRAFFIC, NOW. OTHER SHIPS.

DAY EIGHT: THERE IT 15! I'VE SEEN IT BEFORE, IN THE MOVIES
AND... JUST EVERYWHERE. 1T'S KAYRUS. SERIOUSLY. | CAN'T
BELIEVE THIS. THERE IT IS. IT°S RIGHT THERE.

BY NOW THEY'RE ALL AVOIDING ME, THOUGH,
BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT | WAS BEING RUDE FOR
THE PAST FEW DAYS. I'D FEEL WORSE ABOUT IT,
BUT, REALLY, THERE'S T00 MUCH TO DISTRACT
ME. WE'RE NEARING THE KAYRUS ACADEMY. IT'S
ONLY ABOUT TWO LIGHT DAYS AHEAD, NOW.

T

DAY SEVEN: WE JUST PASSED BY A THAGLIAN SHIP. IT*S
INCREDIBLY MASSIVE. THE SIZE OF A MOON. DESPITE ITS
SIZE, CHESHIRE TOLD ME THAT IT'S ONLY A TWO-PERSON
VESSEL. 50--SERIOUSLY? THERE'S ONLY ROOM IN THAT
THING FOR TW0 THAGLIANS? THEY MUST BE HUGE. THE
UNIVERSE IS SO STRANGE. SO EXCITING.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE GOBLIN'S GIFTS
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W They're
N PR fideous.
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Try not to
let that Alstract

T know
what to do,
Father.

It's not the
bow. It's the
one who
draws it.




You think Probably why
Y I'm k;ﬂd, a we're hunt?ng deer
L, Everdiimg. instead of something
’ o cool like Lear.

been working on
my bear call! Ewgﬁﬁ:
lanna hear? ’

¥ e

Tthink N

you have no
pallence.

Master the
buck, son.
Then we can
talk of bear.

Cunning
\ and patience,

s0N...

- ™. these are the g
= goblins gifis.”

7
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It's time, Rikt.
You must be
the one to end
this ereature’s
suffering.

It is our
tradition.

...and now
it belongs to

But T have
no weapon...

This sword
¥ has been in the
* forest for many years.
2 It is what T used when
T made my first kill.
It is what my father
used wheh he
made his....

It is, son, but
you must freat
it with respect.
Just as you
treat all living

things. Never draw

it in anger or
malice. Q
in necesg




Forgive us, ;
Goddess, for taking
the life of your
ehild...

...we thank
this Spirit for its
sacrifice and honor 8
its fight. y
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Come,
help me carry

~ |s something
2 the matter, Father?
Did I do it

=Suray

w-—--.

WY 1t is Hothing.
| You did very
well, Rikt.

Come, let
us get baek
home...
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Hog: dig
our boy do
today? N

N

i \\"_ w'

know how he #
is, Othia.

Hmph...
reminds me
of someone

U *
L)

(e
e

something e/se, _— ...Ifound a
Othia... | A foortprint in
2 : ! the forest.
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Thgy're P It's only a
getting matter of time,
closer. Othia. There are
5 more of them The witches
. every day. talk of one with
. a faffooed

A random
fraveler,

enough from
i the villages, Rul.
We're safe

g /]
Lﬁz g? hot 1
talk of this . - o This is about
=8 fonight. 1t is Rikt's - ‘\~; ! ready anyway...
; birthday i / come, let us
ekl after all. ' ) 6 W), celebrate.
: : L\ ) | Al

Does my brave warrior want to take a break i fl
from fighting his shadow to have dinner? '/
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So...what are
we gonha do about
the humans?

You think
T don't know,
but T go.

T saw the
rfoolprint.
T know what
it means.

Nonsense.
There's nothing

o wory about, Hold yaar
Rikt.

fongte,
boy!

There won't be,
if we atfack first,
Get them before

they get-- That is #or
our way and
| hever has been.
No matter
what they say
about us.

S0, what then?
We just keep
moving? Hiding
like cowards?

. NS :'..
Eﬂoﬂg/;

we'll hear
no more of

You heard your |
' this from

father, Rikt.
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Moy T 53 If's my
cused?

excused”  yivihday

and T would

ke fo be

But you haven't
fouched your dinner.

Your father
worked hard
on this meal

for you.

Sit and
brood or
whatever it
is you do
in there.

appetite.

UnnY.  oure lucky
you're a good
cook or T would
have left you
Hears 0go.

Reminds me
of someone
T know.

DARKHORSE.COM




o I\_
v/)\— S \
> —
1. 77
\ \ : e e




Where are
you?/?

No/
I'm not leaving
you, Father!




¥ 'wé
oo AN ,/f
i Run,
Rkt Leave

Another 3
fitthy monster to
clean mg}sword










Frédéric Brrémaud  Paola Antista
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Cats and Doas.’

{ WE'LL SEE WHO
HAS THE LAST
LALGH!

NO, HE'S
HIDEOLS!

T'M SAYING THAT
YOU'RE BECAUSE T'VE BEEN BETRAVED

JUST SAYING THAT |
e BY MY BEST FRIEND)

JeALOUS!

—1 T GUESS ALL THIS DESERVES AN EXPLANATION, RIGHTZ
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my NAME IS..,

I'm NOT
EIGHTEEN VET,
BUT I'm GETTING
| | CLOSER BY THE DAY.
I LIVE IN A SMALL
TOWN NEAR THE
COUNTRVY...

1 m\

MANON!
ARE YOU
COMING TO
EAT2

NO, MOM, T HAVE N
TO PICK UP ERIKA AND THEN

60 GET A PLPPY/!

UNLIKE MY FRIENDS--WHO LIVE WITH THEIR PARENTS—-I AM INDEPENDENT. WELL..,
ALMOST INPEPENDENT! THE TRUTH IS THEY LET ME MOVE INTO AN EMPTY ROOM

THAT'S SEPARATE FROM MY FAMILY'S APARTMENT...

ERIKA'S
MAGAZINES! IF T
\  FORGET THESE, SHE'S

\ GONNA HAVE A FIT...
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DON'T GET -
BACK TOO LATE, A GRRR...
k i MANON...! /
NE

/' T'D LOVE TO BE KIKI FROM

ueH, I'm Fep Up/
KIKI'S DELIVERY SERVICE

AND NOT SEE MY FAMILY
] FOR A VEAR...

\| N THIS NEIGHBORHOOD, I KNOW EVERYBODY.

=g

] WHO FEEDS ALL THE | '
ms. LUCIENQJE, O FEEDS ALL T  HELLO, MANON!

TRAY CATS...
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THEY HAVE A BAD REPUTATION, BUT T

\\ LIKE THEM...I EVEN HAVE A SOFT SPOT

-
;-Q'.

FOR THE YOUNGEST ONE.
= "
HIYA, FRANKY!
| |
LS5

GET YOLR
DIRTY PAWS
OFF THAT, YOU
THIEF!

YOU'LL REGRET
THIS, MISCREANT/
I'm CALLING THE
POLICE!

(

YIPES/
OWEEE! HAVE
megey!

DARKHORSE.COM



IS THAT
You, MANON...Z JUST
A SEC, T'LL BE RIGHT
DOWN!

WHAT ARE
YOU GONNA CALL
YOUR POG2

I'm WAITING
UNTIL T SEE IT/ my
PARENTS DID THE SAME
THING WITH ME...

THEY WERE TRYING TO
DECIDE BETWEEN MARICA,
FRUFRL, AND MANON!

B wien ey saw me, ey [

KNEW RIGHT AWAY

[\ THAT MANON SUITED

Mg BEST!

DARKHORSE'COM



THIS IS MY R
FRIEND MANON!

COMING TO PICK /.
_ OuT A puppy! )

. YOU'LL SEE,
THEY'RE WONDERFUL
MIRZA 1S IN THE

you CAN
GET CLOSER, SHE'S
i NOT MEeAN!

WHY ARE
YOU SAYING HELLO /
TO HIMZ DON'T YOU

SEE IT'S ASTUPID  /
CATZ

®
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HE'S SO CUTE...
THAT'S IT, MA'AM, T'VE
MADE MY CHOICE!

WELL, WHAT'S THE |

DIFFERENCEZ THE

DIFFERENCE 1S
THAT THE KIBBLE YOU
GIVE HIM ISN'T THE SAME...!
~\ THAT ALL THE BOOKS WE
READ WERE A WASTE
OF TIMe! &

OKAY, SO
WHAT ARE YOU
GOING TO CALL

JUSTIN
TIMBERLAKE?Z

IT TOOK ME SIX
MONTHS TO TALK HER
INTO GETTING A DOG! IT
WAS NOT SO WE'D LEAVE
HERE WITH A CAT/

i .

s
r}',};-
»

OF ALL, THE
DIFFERENCE IS /
THAT...

THINKING
GRAPEFRUIT,
BECAUSE OF HIS

GRAPEFRUIT...Z WELL,
T GUESS IT'S NO WORSE
THAN PINEAPPLE...!

)
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Erika...

i

SO
HAPPY THAT ERIKA'S FINALLY

ADOPTING A CAT.

7

i

e

YEAH,

IT WASN'T EASY TO

CONVINCE HER.
&

i )

g N

&1 ( mmmm.
il
|

§

YOU KITTIES
GET READY TO
WELCOME A NEW
FRIEND!

- AT THE SAME TIME, T
UNDERSTAND. SHE'S ALLERGIC
TO CATS, AND ON TOP OF
THAT, SHE'S ALWAYS DREAMED
OF HAVING A POG/

DID YOI

WHAT DO YOu

THINK MADE ME SNEEZE )

LIKE THATZ

ey
i BRING 172
[

YOou GOING TO

WHAT ARE
CALL HImz

YOU'LL GET
USED TO HIm, YOU'LL
SEE... i

DON'T WORRY,
GIRLS, I'VE GIVEN LP ON
DOBGS! T PROMISE!

®
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A Little Game

IT TOOK ME
TWO WEEKS TO GET
AN APPOINTMENT AT THE
VET. HE'LL BE FLRIOUS
IF I'm LATE!

MROWWW!

YES, T KNOW
YOU'RE NOT IN A
HURRY TO GET
YOUR SHOT!

ERIKA,

IT BOINGZ

WHAT A NICE
SURPRISE! HOW'S

You KNOW
WHATZ T FINALLY LIKE
my cAT!

ON,

UH-OH, YOU'LL
HAVE TO EXCUSE ME. T HAVE

AN APPOINTMENT AT THE
VET! T BOTTA 60...

NO PROBLEM,
| T'LL SEE YOU TONIGHT
AT CAMILLE'S,

CHANGED HIS NAME, FROM NOW

HE'S CALLED PLUDBY! IT SOUNDS LESS

LIKE A DOG, AND IT SUITS
HE'S GROWNZ

YEAH,

BETTER. HAVE YOU SEEN HOW

HE MUST WEIGH
TWICE AS MUCH AS
GRAPEFRUIT!

HIm

REALLY, GRAPEFRUIT,
I'm TELLING YOU, IT'S
JUST A TINY POKE,
NOTHING AT ALL!

FETCH,
PLPBY...] 60
FIND THE LITTLE
BONE!

POOR
ERIKA, SHE STILL

HAS A WAYS
60!

T0

®
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Model Train

YOU SEE 3 e — N
HOW CURIOUS = g y, \( TRAINS, THEY
: s / DON'T BET
Aone! <]
CURIOUSZ 8
I'D SAY HE'S
ANNOYED!

7~ YOU SEE, TRASH-TALKER,
\  GRAPEFRUIT LOOOVES

[ THE TRAIN...
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The Mumn\y.’

STRANGER THAN
“PRACULA™...

MORE
FANTASTIC THAN
“FRANKENSTEIN...

Bhagh Ao E==s

NS 1  MORE MYSTERIOUS THAN -_'.
-z “THE INVISIBLE MAN'!...
GIRLS, ARE AL
YOU...ARE YOU
SURE \T'S A BOOD

IDEA TO WATCH 4 PUNTISHMENT FOR
THIS MOVIE...2 ANYONE WHO

Y QPENS THIS CASKET! AAAAAHHHH

-

= 3

WATCH YOUR

NO WAY! SORRY, EVES, T TURNING THE
BUT YOLIRE WATCHING THIS = Ll6HTS BACK ONI

WITHOUT Me!

a3

N c

{
A
’:7*

7
Y

7/
@'

¢

Y
)



The Sign of the Cat

IN SOME SPECIES, THE CLAWS ARE
RETRACTABLE, WHICH MEANS THE
ANIMAL CAN PULL THEM IN, FELINES,
FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE THIS ABILITY.

FELINESZ A
CAT'S A FELINE, OR
DO T HAVE THAT

WRONG?

AMONG MAMMALS, THE CLAWS THAT GROW i
AT THE ENDS OF THE TOES ALLOW FOR
SCRATCHING, SEIZING, OR DEFENDING, THEY K
ARE MADE OF ALPHA-KERATIN, AND THEIR
LENGTH VARIES ACCORPING TO THE SPECIES,

WHATZ] i
BUT PUDGY Yo S ARE YOU
=\ DOESN'T HAVE SUREZ
cLAWS!

ONE
HUNDRED
PERCENT! SCARE
HIM, AND YOU'LL
SEE...]

THE CAT IS A
FELINE, ERIKA! NO,
YOU'RE NOT WRONG!

YOU MEAN, HE

DOESN'T HAVE

CATS HAVE
cLAWS!

LET HIm BE!
THERE'S ANOTHER
WAY THAT'S TOTALLY
&, FOOLPROOF.

OH
VEAHZ WHAT'S

g WHY, YOU SimpLy
LOOK AT THE FURNITLRE TO SEE IF
HE'S SCRATCHEPD IT...!

DARKHORSE.COM



Happy Birthday, Pudgy!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO You!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! HAPPY ] WHAT PO T
BIRTHPAY, PEAR PULLLPGE... ; PO?;gg ,;',L; /géOW

s DD
———

MROOOOOW!! Y5y vy

ZSLURPI=

NOTHING, T
THINK HE CAN
MANAGE JUST

\  FINEBY
DN HIMSELF...

WERE SAYING, Y=




Evolution

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, PLUDGY, IMNOPET, - FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, PUDGY,
AND GRAPEFRUIT, A FEW DAYS AFTER | SRAPEFRUIT, AND INNOPET, A FEW WEEKS

; 7 4
: = __‘,,y’ I
£5 — HON
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, PUDGY,
IMNOPET, ANDP GRAPEFRUIT, TODAY... |

BO0PD PHOTO,
BUT MAYBE WE 5
COULD RETAKE IT (\
VERTICALLYZ . A

Ol T
WHYZ THIS PHOTO'S
REALLY 600D/

9

®
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“A well-researched
and richly illustrated
runaway tale that
will appeal to fans of
escapist fiction and

thoughtful readers.”
—School Library
Journal

—Kirkus starred
! v E review

“A compelling
graphic offering that
explores relevant
gender roles and

self-identity through
a historical lens.”
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For all the Pearls in the world.
——Cecil Castellucci

To Tita, the kindest person I've known.
—Jose Pimienta

4
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FOREWORD

Have you ever been set adrift by those closest to you?
Have you ever needed to set yourself adrift to survive?
Cecil and Jose need you to know you’re in good company.

Soupy Leaves Home speaks to us outcasts. In the
shadow of the Great Depression, whose parallels we've
all experienced in this decade—social upheaval in the
wake of economic collapse, institutions scrambling to
protect society’s ability to function (but mostly protecting
themselves), record unemployment and homelessness,
freak weather patterns decimating America’s agricultural
sustainability—Soupy helps us see our own situation

from new angles as we steel ourselves to get up each

day, find a way through everything, and remind

ourselves that we’re not alone.

Have you ever felt at home among strangers? How

does our shared concept of “stranger” evolve when

society’s structures begin to break down? Who,
then, is a neighbor? Who is, today, for you?

Go your own way. Some of us will always fol-
low promises or myths, guided by constella-

tions. North to freedom, to steadiness. South

brings opportunity or exploitation. West for

beginnings and endings. Outside the boxcar
doors, we pass an American landscape dou-
bling as emotional landscape.

Soupy Leaves Home is patient and

empathetic, denying readers any quick

assumptions or judgments. Everyone has

value, just as everyone is haunted by their

baggage. Who’s here to remain tethered to
it, and who was just waiting to let go?

I love this book’s focus on the
necessary risk of extending trust,
and the vulnerability of being
forced into taking that risk. Just
as the original version of Harry
McClintock’s “The Big Rock
Candy Mountain,” describing
a list of mythical promises
waiting in parts unknown
for many Depression-era
wanderers, ultimately
reveals its fantastical
e visions to be a pred-
ator’s attempt to
lure a tra

- AN




child into his orbit. Such lofty promises
often crumble upon examination, but
there’s also danger in refusing to seek out
the promise of something better.

The transient underground depicted within
these pages regularly grapples with grift-
ers and opportunists, but largely chooses
the risk of welcoming the stranger. Indeed,
Soupy’s new crew insists upon it. Viewed
through the lens of its characters, this story
is post-apocalyptic. Its survivors are build-
ing something together, at times anarchist
and egalitarian, at other times a mirror of
America writ large, prey to exploitation and
corruption. That dynamic forces a central
hobo rule: “Don’t take advantage of some-
one who is in a vulnerable situation.”

Cecil’s writing is made for the comics page,
anticipating where Jose will take it, and her
prose works in rhythmic blocks that push
the stage flair of her stories. I love seeing
Jose’s room to soar with her script, having
been given maximum space for visual
interpretation. Her scriptwriting is a dream
for cartoonists who are drawn to their
characters’ rich, subjective, complicated
internal experiences.

Jose’s use of color-as-structure in Soupy,
particularly in a period piece which wouldn’t
necessarily require it, was eye-opening and
influential on my own work. Through Jose,
color becomes storyteller, signpost, and
character. We allow his chromatic guides
to carry us safely through, watching for
its shifts like symbols etched onto fences
and boxcars in faraway towns.

I write this at the close of a tense week,
during an immensely consequential elec-
tion in a nation on the precipice between
democracy and authoritarianism. You and
I each make tentative plans as we wait to
see if our social structures can, and will,
prevail. One day, then the next. For each
of us, the American promise of self-deter-
mination requires confronting the hollow-
ness of myth, cautiously approaching the
Big Rock Candy Mountain.

We’'re all living through a global pandemic
which has brought a partial shuttering
of society, and of possible futures. Plans
made are not to gamble on our dreams,
not to seek our future selves, but simply to
get by. To stay alive and healthy each day
must sometimes be enough. What gets lost
in the small choices we make throughout
each day? Our personal decisions help
support and sustain each other, keeping
each other well and alive for another day.

Dreams have to wait, right?

Some dreams still keep us awake at night,
even when we've left them in the dust—and
they should. Listen to Soupy, Ramshackle,
and everyone you meet along the way when
they share themselves with you. Let their
stories remind you that there is a future
worth building, and that we must look out
for each other in order to overcome the
risks all around us.

Nate Powell, November 2020
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And suddenly
u can’t find
e warmth, no
matter how
hard you try.

yo
th

filled with love, and
then something

Sometimes a house
starts out one way,
happens.




I'm
leaving
home.

DARKHORSE.COM




This is the story
of how I pecame
warm agdin.
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When I first met
Ramshackle, I thought
he was some kind of
strange beast.

Like a yeti.
Or a Sasquatch.

But of course,
looks can be
deceiving.

WAS IT A
FIGHT WITH
ANOTHER
BOYZ

DID YOU
GET INTO A
FIGHTZ
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WAS T
OVER A THINGZ
OR OVER A
GIRLZ

DID YOUR
PA BEAT
Youz
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YOU DON'T WANT TO
SAY ANYTHING, THAT'S
UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT
WE SHOULD HELP
THAT BLACK

MY BOY;
EVERYONE NEEDS
HELP. LET ME
HELP YOU.

T HAVE
INHERITED SOME TURKEY
SANDWICHES. T'LL SHARE

WITH YOU.

RAMSHACKLE

1S THE NAME. B DO

YOU HAVE A
NAMEZ

I had been sad and
alone for so long, I
had forgotten what it
was like to get help.
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I had nowhere to
go. No plan. And
no way of knowing
what I should do.

THERE IS A
FREIGHT WITH
MY NAME
ON IT.

Just like my
guts had told
me to run.

WELL, YOUNG

THEN SOME PARN. L B>
WOULD SAY YOU'RE W | YOU ADIEU.
A FREE MAN. YOU
CAN BE THANKFUL
FOR THAT.

I couldn’t imagine
how I would get
through another day.

- A
My guts said to
£0 with him.
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NOW, GO
HOME, BOY. GO
BACK TO YOUR

FAMILY.

ARE YOU

il CERTAIN OF )

THATZ

RUNNING AWAY
IS NEVER THE RIGHT
ANSWER. T SHOULD

KNOW. BUTT DO
IT ANYWAY.

WELL,
WHERE DO
YOU WANT

T0 6G0<Z




A MAN'S
GOTTA HAVE AN
IDEA EVEN IF
HE'S ON THE

WHEN WE
NEED A STAR TO GUIDE

US, A MAN GOES NORTH.

NORTH I3 STEADY. WE KNOW
WHERE WE ARE IN THE WORLD.

EAST AND WEST, THAT'S THE

SUN'S PATH. BUT WHEN A
PERSON WANTS TO GET LOST,

LIKE T SUSPECT YOU DO,

YOU GO SOUTH.




B JAVEYOU W

§ EVER JUMPED
A TRAIN
BEFORE?Z

WELL, IT'S
DANGEROUS. B

THE JUMPING
IS EASIER FARTHER
ALONG, WHERE THE
TRAIN SLOWS.
FOLLOW ME.

A cloud of men
appeared. And we
ran. I thought

I'd never catch up.




NOW CAREFUL N
YOU DON'T GET
SUCKED OFF. SEE
THIS HERE HANDLE-
LIKE THINGZ HOOK

: IN THERE.

NONVRNR A
NSRS SN
AL
A

I drank in all the
beauty I could.




We rode for
two days.

The rocking of the
train had me, the
steady sound of the
wheels on the track
kept me. I was
Iulled right to sleep.




» SHAKESPEAREAN MASH.p

AN
JIM f | “

*

GARRETT
SCHIFF
.

ELISA (

FERRARI

RRRRRRRRRRRR



MM‘\L
SHAKESPEAREAN MASH.{p

A







piba AR

» SHAKESPEAREAN MASH_{p

SCRIPT
Jim Burnstein & Garrett Schiff

COVER & LINE ART
Elisa Ferrari

COLORS
Valerio Alloro

LETTERS
Frank Cvetkovic

L)

DARK HORSE BOOKS 4

DARKHORSE.COM



"
3

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER Mike Richardson
EDITOR Megan Walker
COLLECTION DESIGNER Diego Morales-Portillo
DIGITAL ART TECHNICIAN Betsy Howitt

Text and illustrations of Ham-let: A Shakespearean Mash-Up™ © 2022 Jim Burnstein &
Garrett Schiff. Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are registered trademarks of
Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the express written
permission of Dark Horse Comics LLC. Names, characters, places, and incidents featured
in this publication either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used
fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, institutions,
or locales, without satiric intent, is coincidental.

Published by Dark Horse Books
A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street, Milwaukie, OR 97222

DarkHorse.com
International Licensing: (503) 90s-2377
To find a comics shop in your area, visit comicshoplocator.com

First edition: March 2022
Ebook ISBN g¢78-1-50672-090-6 & Hardcover ISBN 978-1-50672-089-0

135791086 4 2
Printed in China

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Burnstein, Jim, writer. | Schiff, Garrett K., writer. | Ferrari,
Elisa, 1988- artist. | Alloro, Valerio, colourist. | Cvetkovic, Frank,
letterer.

Title: Ham-let : a Shakespearean mash-up / writers, Jim Burnstein, Garrett
Schiff ; interior and cover art, Elisa Ferrari ; colors, Valerio Alloro
; letters, Frank Cvetkovic.

Description: Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, [2022]

Identifiers: LCCN 2021039513 | ISBN 9781506720890 (hardcover) | ISBN
9781506720906 (ebook)

Subjects: CYAC: Graphic novels. | Pigs--Fiction. | Princes--Fiction. |
Betrayal--Fiction. | LCGFT: Funny animal comics. | Graphic novels.

Classification: LCC PZj.7.B894 Ham 2022 | DDC 741.5/973--dc23

LC record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2021039513

L3

DARKHORSE.COM



= Jll a9
i The Royal Wﬂddihg Day . ;
= 7]

Had Finally An"l\lﬂd! =

;
A

KEEP YOUR
DIRTY DOG
AWAY FROM MY
DAUGHTER!

LET'S MOVE! HER

MAJESTY DIDN'T

PAY FOR A ROYAL
PUDDLE!




A BLUSHING
BRIDE ONCE

il

LET'S )
C::‘ DO THIS THING
Y\ SO THE PARTY
\ CANBEGIN! /]




” 1 COULD BE
ON THE COAST
| ENJOYING THE

-.BUT NO.

I GOTTA BE
HERE. FOR MY
MOM'S SECOND
WEDDING,

[ | anD 7O THIS GuY!
MY OWN UNCLE!
BLECH!

TRUST HIM AS FAR AS
‘ I COULD THROW HIM. AND
HE'S HUGE. SO THAT'S...
LIKE NOT AT ALL! (

ONE DAY.
TWENTY-FOUR
HOURS AND I'M

OUTTA HERE.
w '
(i

=

G o



FRIENDS!
I NEED YOUR
ATTE

WE MUST
REHEARSE! WE
HAVE ONE CHANCE
TO PRESENT
OUR PLAY!

RO) AHHHH!
ROMEO. o
NV be) vog, RE KII.LIN(?

QUCH!

— @
t Aj“’
/)

YOU LISTEN TO ME, MAC!

THIS 18 OUR CHANCE TO KiLL J :

THE KING AND TAKE OVER / ; : .
T KiNGOOMW R MADE YOUR

' POINT! LITERALLY,

A HUNDRED
M
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TELL
THEM, ROMEO.
I WANT TO BE THE
STAR! PLEASE!
FOR ME?

WHY?
WHY? WHY? WHY
WON'T YOU JUsT

TELL ME?

OBVIOUSLY

7 CATULET WILL PLAY )

THE FEMALE LEAD,
AND I WILL PLAY HER
HERCIC HUSBAND
TO BE!

1 YOUR sTAR
15 HERE!

YOU SEE
THE WAY SHE'S
LOCKING AT THE
DONKEY? IT DON'T

You
COULDN'T STAR
IN YOUR OWN
LIFE STORY,

WHEN I AM
THE STAR, MY DESI WILL
ONLY HAVE EYES FOR ME!
HORATIO! I DEMAND THAT
I AM THE STAR!

PLAYERS!
I BEG OF
you!

IAM
THE DIRECTOR! I
WILL DETERMINE WHO
WILL BE THE STAR! IF
WE COULD ALL JUsT
GATHER AROUND!

e

TELL THEM,
HORATIO!
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WE'RE STILL WORKING OUT
THE KINKS,. WELCOME
HOME, HAM. HOW'S
COLLEGE?

COLLEGE
IS GREAT, BEING

WEDDING? NOT 5O
GREAT. DO I HAVE
TO GO?

HEY HAM, THERE .IF IT'8 NOT YOU'RE My BEST I OF COURSE. IT'S THE
15 ONE MORE TOO MUCH OF AN | | FRIEND, HORATIO. I ' LEAST I CAN DO, BUDDY.
THING... IMPOSITION-- IT CAN'T BE MORE OF A
MIGHT You ‘ TRAIN WRECK THAN

PUT IN A GOOD
WORD WITH THE KING
AND QUEEN FOR
Us TO PERFORM
OUR PLAY?

...I KNOW THE WEDDING. .
IT'S A BIT ROUGH,

BUT I WAS
WONDERING...

Y IT WOULD ¥y
BE OUR MosT
HUMBLE GIFT )77

o HEM. A

H
{ OH YEAH! WE'RE
PUTTING ON
THE PLAY!
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N

I wAs
SINGING THAT
SONG TO

YOU, HAM.

i Later That Night... t

BETTER,
OPHELIA.

DON’T WASTE
YOUR TIME ON A
SAD, MISERABLE
PIG LIKE ME.

GREETINGS, KIND SIRS...
I ASSUME PRINCE HAM-LET
HAS INFORMED YCOU ABOUT
OUR LITTLE PLAY...

27 DOESN'T WANT TO

BEING THE KING!

THE KING

SEE A STUPID PLAY.
HE’'S VERY BUSY...




GO AHEAD. BLOW
THE CANNON,
WAKE UP THE

WOLVES,
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THE TURKEYS
WANT US TO TAKE THEM INTO
OUR KINGDOM AND PROTECT
THEM FROM BRASSEL AND
HIS WOLVES?

THEY
HAVE SUFFERED
SIGNIFICANT
LOSSES AND ARE
CONTRITE.

SIGN AN OATH OF
GO0D BEHAVIOR

I MEANT YOU,
YOUR HIGHNESS. A l
L

I AM IN NO
MOOD FOR FOWL
PLAY. YOU DID GIVE THEM |
| THE CORRECT MEETING |}
PLACE? IF THEY DON'T
EVEN HAVE THE
DECENCY TO--

TS

| e

) ‘%’0,.“
|

%

\r '0..

Il

PROTECTION FROM
THE MOOSE HERDS
THEY CONTINUE TC ANNOY
WITH THEIR ANTICS AND
COMPLETE DISREGARD
THEY CAN BE FOR CIVILITY?
A BIT ROWDY, YOUR
HIGHNESS, BUT THIS
TIME I BELIEVE IT'S
RATHER DIRE.

THEY WILL BE
MOST RELIEVED, AND
MOST THANKFUL FOR
YOUR BENEVOLENCE,

YOUR HIGHNESS.




I

YESIMY
BACKSTABBING
BROTHER SIGNED

BRASSEL
AND HIS WOLVES
WOULD MURDER ME,
BRASSEL COULD RULE THE
FOREST, AND CLAUDE
WOULD BE KING.

CLAUDE WAS A FOOL!
BRASSEL WILL NOT REST
JUST RULING THE FOREST...
HE WANTS TO DEVOUR

\

OUR ENTIRE
KINGDOM!

’ TH-V : \ My MURDER
. e AND FULFILL
| 5 T YOUR DESTINY

: NE NN AW AS KING!
< ONE MONTH AWAY!
® A WH-WHAT DO YOU

-,
ﬁi WANT ME TO DO?

UGH. THIS
NIGHTMARE
WILL NEVER

END.

THE ROOSTER
ANNOUNCES
A NEW DAY.

I WISH IT WAS
,  YESTERDAY...




My FATHER'S. Y ;
DO ME A FAVOR. !“

. ———" uAM.YOURE
W SCARING ME, WHAT

GIVE THIS ROSE
TO OPHELIA.

ANOTHER NAME IS NOT A
KING. NO ONE WOULD
BELIEVE MY STORY...
IT'6 HOPELESS,

SO THAT'S IT?
YOU'RE JUST
LEAVING?
YEP. .
UH. SORRY, HAM. THE
ggfé;% WHOLE ‘CLAUDE SOLD
A 4 OUR KINGDOM TO THE
. WOLVES' ISN'T JUST
ABOUT YOU, BRASSEL
AND HIS PACK WILL EAT
US ALL FOR BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER...
MIDNIGHT SNACK!"

I'M GONNA
Miss YOU,
BUDDY.

YOUR PLAYERS
AND FIND ANOTHER
4 KINGDOM, HORATIO.
THIS ONE IS




I SHALL MIS5 '|_.

THEE, MY MOST h
g = BEAUTIFUL DRAMA .
» QUEI ]
| 7 7 % = G
4 K : w
|

GO Kive

@

e
T




""\l N

ngH E CRHFY

= \.J"’EH HIORLD

s “ A

\_\_‘_y

INTO THE HETHER
- STEPHANIE RAMIREZ
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LETTERED BY

RACHELLE REYES

DARK HORSE BOOKS E’ ) !



PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
MIKE RICHARDSOM

EDITOR
SHANMTEL LaROCQUE

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
ERETT ISRAEL

ASSISTANT EDITOR

SAMJIAY DHARAKWAT

DESIGNER
KEITH HWOOD

DIGITAL ART TECHNICIAN
SAMANTHA HUMMER

SPECIAL THANKS TO

ALEX HILTSHIRE,
KELZEY HOWARD, AnD
SHERIN KHAM

Published by Dark Horse Books

A division of Dark Horse Comics LLC
10956 SE Main Street

Milwaukie, OR 97222

MINECRAFT.NET
DARKHORSE.COM

To find a comics shop in your area, visit ComicShopLocator.com.

First edition: November 2022
Ebook ISBN 978-1-50671-891-0
Trade paperback ISBN 978-1-50671-888-0

10987654321

Printed in China

Paper from

responsible sources

wos  FSC® C109093

Library of Cong Cataloging-il blication Data

Names: b writer, ill | Reyes, Rachelle, letterer.

Title: Mlnecraft open world - into the nether / written and illustrated by
;1 i by Rachelle Reyes.

Descrlptlon First edition. | Milwaukie, OR : Dark Horse Books, 2022. |
“Mojang Studios” | Summary: Sarah is new to the world of Minecraft, so
she turns to veteran player Hector for help, but after showing

| Sarah’s enthusi. ELCELL d energy bring Hector
around, and the two become partners and friends.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022024155 (print) | LCCN 2022024156 (ebook) | ISBN
9781 506718880 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781506718910 (ebook)

: CYAC: phic novels. | Mii ft (Game)--Fiction. | Video
games -Fiction. | Friendship--Fiction. | LCGFT: Action and adventure
comics. | Graphic novels.

Classification: LCC PZ7.7.R486 Min 2022 (print) | LCC PZ7.7.R486 (ebook)
| DDC 741.5/973--dc23/eng/20220525

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2022024155

LC ebook record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2022024156

NEIL HANKERSON
Executive Vice President

TOM WEDDLE
Chief Financial Officer

DALE LAFOUNTAIN
Chief Information Officer

TIM WIESCH
Vice President of Licensing

VANESSA TODD-HOLMES
Vice President of Production and Scheduling

MARK BERNARDI
Vice President of Book Trade and Digital Sales

RANDY LAHRMAN
Vice President of Product Development and Sales

KEN LIZZI
General Counsel

DAVE MARSHALL
Editor in Chief

DAVEY ESTRADA
Editorial Director

CHRIS WARNER
Senior Books Editor

CARA O'NEIL
Senior Director of Marketing

CARY GRAZZINI
Director of Specialty Projects

LIA RIBACCHI
Art Director

MICHAEL GOMBOS
Senior Director of Licensed Publications

KARI YADRO
Director of Custom Programs

KARI TORSON
Director of International Licensing

CHRISTINA NIECE
Director of Scheduling

© 2022 Mojang AB. All Rights Reserved. Minecraft, the
Minecraft logo, the Mojang Studios logo and the Creeper
logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies.
Dark Horse Books® and the Dark Horse logo are regis-
tered trademarks of Dark Horse Comics LLC. All rights
reserved. No portion of this publication may be repro-
duced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, with-
out the express written permission of Dark Horse Comics,
Inc. Names, characters, places, and incidents featured in
this publication either are the product of the a
imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resembl e

actual persons (living or dead), events, institut

locales, without satiric intent, is coincidental. 9

DARKHORSE.COM




WHAT THE --
I CANT GET OVER?

THS 1€ 20 LOw,

e | DONT GET ——
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T THINK...

I'M DYING..

YOU BROUGHT THAT »
CREEPER HEKE..

HEKRE,
EAT THS.

4
>
®
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DID YOU BULD THS?
THS 12 INCREDIBLE!!!

L WHAT ARE YOU DOING?!
Nsuen 0

HOW DO YOU
PET THINGS
N THZ GAME

YOU STAY ouT
OF PEOPLE'S BASES.

GOODBYE.

THANK. YOou
FOR THE APPLE!

HOW DO
I EAT IT?
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.YOU DONT
KNOW HOwW
TO EAT?

AW HECK YEAH!
THANK !

WHAT WAS YOUR
NAME AGAIN?

== [T HECTOR.
. BYE.
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OH, OKAY!
YES|

LET ME LOOK THAT UP REAL QUICK..
feather star.no. leather star..
defeat a wither WHERE'S A WITHER?77?

)

YV
UNDERGROUND?
TN - '
)
A ‘41
My

w \ Mo
L ‘
14 <

©
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WHAT (8 SHE
DOING??

ARE YOU KIDDING ME?
DONT DO THAT!

YOURE GOING TO iﬁ}‘?ﬂf SING GG GHHHHHH

GET YOURSELF KILLED.
JUST DONT.

DO YOU..
NEED SOME HELP?
DO YOU WANT ME
TO TEACH YOU
THE BASICS?

®
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THANK. YOU, THANK Youl
MY MOM BOUGHT ME THIE GAME
TO MAKE SOME NEW FRIENDS,
BUT THERE'S 20 MUCH TO DO
IM KIND OF OVERWHELMED!

. IM 20 GLAD I MET YOU SINCE
YOU KNOW S0 MUCH!
WOW, YOUR PLACE (3 30 COOL!

AFTER YOU TEACH ME,
I CAN GET THAT
HEATHER STAR
A2 A THANK YOU!

NETHER STAR. |

AND, NO, YOU WONT,
T WASNT <ER(OUS,
(T¢ TOO
DANGEROUS TO GET.

AND T DONT NEED
ANY FRIENDS.

IM JUudT GOING TO
TEACH YOU A FEW RULES
320 YOU DONT KILL YOURSELF.
THEN YOULL BE ON YOUR WAY
AND WONT BOTHER ME AGAIN.

OKAY JEEZ,
DEAL..
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RULE ONE:
MINECRAFT 18 ESSENTIALLY
ABOUT TWO THINGS.

g
CRAFTING:... J
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RULE FOUR:
RULE THREE: DONT DiG

DONT DlG oy QTRAGHT UP EITHER.
QTRAGHT DOWN.

RULE EIGHT:
THE MORE TORCHES, THE BETTER.
MOBS DONT ZPAWN IN THE LIGHT.

RULE SEVENTEEN:

RULE ELEVEN
GOLD DOES NOT
MAKE GOOD ARMOR.

DARKHORSEOM




WHAT (F YOU CANT

RULE TWENTY-ONE:
AVOID THE ENEMY 2121

BE CAUTIOUS!
ALWAYS AVOID YOUR ENEMY!

RULE SIXTY-SEVEN:
ALWAYS REPLANT
YOUR TREES.

RULE EIGHTY-
BUCKETS ARE YOUR
BEST FRIENDS.




RULE ONE-HUNDRED-THREE:
YOU CAN FISH ANYWHERE
THERE'S WA——

I CAUGHT ONE!

HEY, GOOD JOBI = YOURE MORE
YOURE A PRETTY OS5l THN ReaDY TO PLAY
FAST LEARNER. ON YOUR OWN NOW.

ARE YOU SURE?
MAYBE WE COULD..

NAH, YOULL DO GREAT BY YOURSELF.
I BET YOU CAN EVEN TAKE DOWN A BOSS|

A BOSS LIKE..
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WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO
DO QOMETHING 20 DANGEROUS FOR ME?
YOU QHOULD JUGT WORRY ABOUT YOURSELF.

WHAT?! YOUVE DONE S0 MUCH FOR ME!
YOU TAUGHT ME JUST ABOUT EVERY THING! AND DONT YOU
I WANT TO DO SOMETHING FOR YOuU! THINK (TD BE FUN?!

TOGETHER.
WELL GET A WITHER
TOGETHER, (TS SAFER

OKAY, BUT ONLY 'CAUSE
I WANT THAT NETHER STA——
Al

YES/

LETS KICK WITHER BUTTH

®
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I HAVE TO ADMIT,
I AM KIND OF EXCITED RBOUT THIS!

T NEVER THOUGHT T WOULD
GOOD MORNING. GO TO THE NETHER AGAIN
' !

IM EXCITED TOO!
TVE BEEN DOING LOTS
OF RESEARCH!

LET'S SEE, FIRST WELL NEED..

OH, T KNOW!
ARMOR!

0000 DIAMOND!

hehe

" OH MY GOGH|
I GOTTA Golll |y
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I HAD THE BEST NIGHT!
MY MOM CAME HOME EARLY,
WHICH SHE NEVER DOES
AND BROUGHT PLZZA!
(TS BEEN S0 LONG

I DONT THINK
THS 18 GOING
TO WORK OUT, SARAH.

I CANT RISK GOING ON A DANGEROUS MISSION
WITH SOMEONE WHO (@ GOING TO BAIL RANDOMLY.

GO PLAY YOUR GAME
SOMEWHERE ELSE.
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